
700 W. State Street
Pendleton, Indiana

(765) 778-4945

DOWNING’S
Old Trail Restaurant

Established 1945

Falls Park in
Pendleton was known as
“The Falls” back in 1820.  At
that time, there were more than
a hundred settlers here.  The
town name, Pendleton, came
from a settler, Thomas Pendleton,
who owned several acres of land
just south of “The Falls”.
     In the time period ranging
from the 1820s to the 1850s
Pendleton acquired many fi rsts.
For instance, the fi rst court held
was at Thomas Pendleton’s
cabin.  Back then, the judges
who presided there were
required to take an oath to
abstain from dueling.  Pendleton’s
fi rst public school in the county
was established in 1823 and the
privilege of teaching was put up 
at a public sale - the lowest
bidder to be teacher (and he
had to furnish his own wood)!
the fi rst store was located at
the corner of Main and State
where this original building is
still in use.  The fi rst church was
built and dedicated as the
Pendleton Methodist Episcopal
Church by its members.  The
fi rst train in the county was
put into operation between
Indianapolis and Pendleton in
1850.  A quarry which supplies
limestone was opened near “The
Falls”.  This quarry is now fi lled
with water and forms a beautiful
lake in the present Falls Park.
     Whether you are a resident
or a visitor to our town, we wish
to extend a warm welcome to
each and every customer.  We
invite you to relax and indulge
in your favorite cocktail and
appetizer while your meal is 
being prepared from the fi nest
ingredients.  Imagine you are
back in those early days of the
1800s when there were still
covered wagons, cowboys and
railroads were something of the
future.  Looking back over the
years when the fi rst settlers built
cabins beside “Chanta-nu-ga”,
one is reminded that men may
come and go, but the waters of
Fall Creek go on forever!



Welcome to 

DOWNING’S “OLD TRAIL”
Serving central Indiana since 1945

Dressings:
Bleu Cheese Vinaigrette,

Ranch,
Thousand Island,

Mary’s Creamy House Dressing,
Honey Mustard,
Vinegar & Oil

Creamy Bleu Cheese

Consuming raw or under cooked meats can be hazardous to your health
Sorry, we do not accept checks

Appetizers
Onion Rings  3.99

Trail Fries  6.99
(large order of fries with cheese & bacon)

Homemade Potato Skins (6)  6.49
     1/2 order (3)  5.49

Mozzarella Cheese Sticks  5.99

Breaded Mushrooms  4.29

Specialty Salads
Chef’s Salad  8.59

    (Ham and Turkey with American & Swiss Cheese)

Grilled or Country Chicken Salad  8.59

Grilled or Breaded Pork Tenderloin Salad  8.59

Taco Salad  8.59                    Dinner Salad  3.99

Homemade Soups
Cup  2.99   Bowl  3.99

Tortilla Chips & Salsa  3.99
(enough to share)

Basket of Potato Chips  2.49

Combo Sampler Platter  8.99
    (Onion Rings, Cheese Sticks, Potato Skins

& Breaded Mushrooms)

Boneless Buffalo
Chicken Tenders  7.99

Special
Family-style Broasted Chicken Dinner
Available after 4 pm on Wednesdays and all day Sunday

4-piece (mixed) Broasted Chicken Dinner served with mashed potatoes/gravy, slaw,
vegetable of the day and fried biscuits with apple butter

Only $10.99 per person ($1.59 extra for all white meat)
1⁄2 the chicken for $9.49

No Substitutions, No Sharing



Lunch Specials served Monday - Friday from 11am - 3pm

Broasted Chicken Dinners
*** All Dinners served with Salad, choice of Potato and Roll ***

Since 1963, when Mary and Joe Downing purchased their fi rst broaster, we have been serving the fi nest
and freshest chicken, cooked to order in 100% Advantage Zero Trans Fat Oil.

Ask your server about our Take-Home Chicken Baskets and Barrels

Dinners
BBQ Ribs

    Served with Delicious BBQ Sauce  16.99

Ribeye 12 oz. boneless & fl avorful  17.99

Prime Rib  12 oz.
     Roasted to Perfection in Our Kitchen  18.59

Roast Beef  11.79

Hamburger Steak  11.79

Baked Ham with Pineapple Ring  11.79

Grilled or Hand Breaded Pork Tenderloin 6 oz. 9.99   
Grilled Chicken Breast 5 oz. $9.59

Country Fried Steak  9.99

Seafood
Golden-Fried Fantail Shrimp  13.99

Clam Strips  12.99

Fried Fish Dinner (Cod) 12.99

Breaded Scallops  13.99 

Fresh Fish When Available  Market Price 

DinnersDinners

                  1/2 Broasted Chicken  11.99
                                Includes one of each: Breast, Wing, Thigh and Leg
                                          ($1.59 extra for all white meat)

                      1/4 Broasted Chicken  all white meat  10.99
                                                   All dark meat  9.99

Trail-Hand Sirloin
    8 oz. whiskey marinated  

13.99

Porterhouse 
Broiled to Your Liking  

16 oz. 21.99

11.7911.79

Not responsible for lost or stolen articles
All weights are prior to cooking

Potato Sides
Buttery Mashed

French-Fries
Baked or Broasted

Cheesy Mashed Potato Cake
2.99

Homemade Coleslaw
Cottage Cheese

Apple Sauce
Assorted Fruit Cup

Vegetable of the Day
2.39

Other Sides



Sandwiches
Served with chips.

French Fries and other sides for an additional cost
Toppings: lettuce, tomato, mayonnaise, pickle & onion

(.50 extra for cheese)

The Old Trail Beef Burger  5.99

Grilled or Hand Breaded Pork Tenderloin  6.99

Quarter-pound Hot Dog  3.99
with sauerkraut   4.29

      with chili and cheese  4.99

Grilled Chicken Breast  5.99

Hula Chicken (Grilled chicken breast with grilled pineapple,
Swiss cheese & Teriyaki sauce)  6.49

Bacon-Lettuce-Tomato (on wheat toast with mayonnaise)  4.99

Bacon and Two Eggs  4.99

Grilled Cheese (American, Swiss or Pepperjack)  3.99

Blackened Prime Rib Hoagie
      (With Lettuce, Tomato, Horsey Sauce & Pepperjack Cheese)

         Served with French Fries and Slaw  9.99

BBQ Rib Sampler (with French Fries and Slaw)  9.99

Deep-Fried Mini Shrimp Platter  9.99
      Served with French Fries and our homemade Slaw

Roast Beef or
Turkey Manhattan

(with mashed potatoes & gravy)
 7.99

Paul’s Old Trail Club
(Ham, Turkey and Bacon on wheat toast 

with mayonnaise, American & Swiss 
Cheese)  7.99

Lunch Specials served Tuesday - Friday
from 11am - 3pm

Reuben  6.99

Deep Fried Fish  6.29

Patty Melt  6.49

9.999.99

Dessert
Homemade Fruit Cobblers


